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Aging in Place…The new normal



Need:

Currently 20.2% of 
all adults in Maine 
are living with a 
disability.  By 2030 
1/3 of all Americans 
will be disabled or 
over age 65.   



Demand: 

"Aging in Place": 87 percent of adults age 65+ want 
to stay in their current home and community as they 
age.



Supply: 

3.72% accessible 
to moderate 
disability 
impairment.

0.15% accessible 
to wheelchairs
Survey excludes all single, two 
and three family homes.



Aging-in-Place is the new normal for aging seniors.
Retirement communities, Assisted Living and other forms of 
institutionalized programs will continue to serve a relatively small 
percentage of the population; most however will choose to live in their 
own homes,



The 
Challenge?    







Technology



Throughout the country, communities are being retrofitted 
to accommodate the tsunami of elders expected to live 
there as baby boomers age.



Universal Design:
(inclusive design) refers to broad-
spectrum ideas meant to produce 
buildings, products and environments 
that are inherently accessible to older 
people, people without disabilities, 
and people with disabilities.

A Case for Universal 
Design



Kitchens



Bathrooms



Public Spaces
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• If anything less than 100% is designated for aging in place and/or disabilities then    
those not living in a specifically designated home who age or become disabled will 
eventually be forced to move, limit options for location or home and restrict Visitability.  

• A relatively low number, such as 5-10%, especially in Public Housing implies that only 
individuals who are age and disability qualified are eligible for an accessible or Age in 
Place unit.  Thus negating the potential for anyone to truly Age in Place! 



At its best Universal Design is 
invisible in that it is 
distinguished only by being well 
designed, desired and useable 
by all.

Making it invisible



Ed Roberts 
Campus
Berkely, CA

Mixed Use: 
BART Hub
Offices for 

colloaborating
disability services 

Fitness Center
Café
Child Development 
Center

LMS Architects



Ed Roberts Campus in Berkeley, California
LMS Architects



Enabling 
Village
Singapore

Holistically integrated  
and universally designed 
inclusive space that 
integrates education, 
work, training, retail and 
lifestyle, connecting 
people with disabilities 
and society.

WOHA Architects





Mission Creek
San  Francisco, CA

Mixed Use:
Retail
Office
Public Library
Health Center
Parking Garage
Affordable, 1 & 2 BR Apts 

Universal Design, Lic. 
Assisted Living

HKIT Architects









“Life would be 
tragic if it weren’t 
funny”
Stephen Hawking

Questions?
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