
 

 

  

  
  

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

3 

Characteristics of 
Housing in Maine 

Single Head of Family Average Household Size 

2.4 2.3 2.3 
2.5 

2.4 2.4 

2.0 2.0 2.1 

2000 2010 2017 

Maine   Owner occupied   Renter occupied 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 SF (1) Table H12; 2010 SF (1) Table H12; 
            2017 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates, Table 25010 

Population by Age 

9.0% 

8.0% 

As a percent of all housholds, those with a single parent 
or head of household, rose from 2000 to 2010. Since 

2.5 
that time however they have continued to decline. 

2 15.0% 

14.5% 1.5 

14.0% 
1 Average household size has leveled of 

13.5% in recent years after declining through 
0.5 the latter decades of the 20th century. 13.0% 

0 12.5% 

12.0% 
2000 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 SF (1) Table HO17; 2010 SF (1)Table H18;
           2017 American Community Survey, 5-Year  Estimates, Table B25011 

7.0% 

6.0% 

5.0% 

4.0% 

3.0% 

2.0% 

1.0% 

0.0% 
0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85+ 

2003 Population (1,306,513) 2010 Population (1,327,366) 2032 Population (1,300,166) 

Source: Maine Ofce of Policy and Management, Demographic Projections 

Te aging of baby boomers will continue to 
raise Maine’s overall median age. By 2032, 
all age cohorts under 60 will be less than 6% 
of the total population. 

13.2% 

14.5% 

13.6% 

2010 2017 

Older people often live in 
houses that are not easily 
accessible, are not energy 
efcient, and are expensive 
or labor intenstive to 
maintain. Te aging of 
Maine’s population will 
shape our housing needs in 
the future. 

248,675 
45% 

150,467 
27% 

39,540 
7% 

116,771 
21% 

Owners with a mortgage Owners without a mortgage 

Renters with assistance Renters without assistance 

Owner Households with & without Mortgages
and Renters with & without Assistance 

Natural gas, 
6.9% 

Bottled, tank, 
or LP gas, 

9.51% 

Electricity, 
5.82% 

Fuel oil, 
kerosene, etc., 

62.41% 

Coal or coke, 
0.29% 

Wood, 
12.57% 

Solar energy, 
0.11% 

Other fuel, 
2.06% 

No fuel used, 
0.21% 

Heating Fuel 2013 - 2017 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, 
            5-Year  Estimates, Table 25081             5-Year Estimates, Table B25040 



Year Structure Built: Owned and Rented Homes 

120,000 28.6% * Construction processes of homes built prior to 1980 included the 
widespread use of lead paint and inefecient heating systems. Tese 

100,000 homes in Maine comprise 56% of all homes rented and owned. 
20.9% 21.0% 

80,000 18.5% 

60,000 
30.4% 11.0% 

23.6% 23.3% 40,000 

12.9% 
9.8% 20,000 

0
 Built 2000 or  Built 1980 to  Built 1960 to  Built 1940 to  Built 1939 or 

after 1999 1979* 1959 earlier 
Owned 73,694 114,264 83,299 43,887 83,998 
Rented Unit 15,232 36,533 36,075 19,987 47,092 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates, Table B25036 

From 2000 to 2017 all age groups gained in their Internet Access and Broadband Connection 
by Household Income in 2017 share of rental housing with the exception being 

those 65 years of age and older. Both ownership 200,000 
and rental vacancy rates have continued since 180,000Lack of access to internet limits social interaction 
2005 although changes in rental vacancy rates 160,000and access to many important resources suah as 
have leveled out. 140,000job listings, health and fnancial information, and 

120,000opportunities to work from home. Percent of Owned and Rented Households 
100,000 2000 and 2017 

by Age of Occupant 80,000 

60,000 Own Rent 
40,000 

20,000 

0
  Less than   $10,000 to   $20,000 to   $35,000 to   $50,000 to   $75,000 or 

$10,000 $19,999 $34,999 $49,999 $74,999 more 

Without an Internet Subscription 

With a Broadband Internet 
Subscription 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2017 Estimates, 
 Table B28004 
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90% 

80% 

70% 

60% 

50% 

40% 

30% 

20% 
Total Population in Owned Housing Units Total Population in Rental Housing Units 

0 - 563 ¯ ¯0 - 1286 10% 

0% 

564 - 1135 1287 - 2263 

1136 - 1860 2264 - 3233 

1861 - 2944 3234 - 4617 

2944 - 4782 4618 - 7201 

2000 2017 2000 2017 2000 2017 2000 2017 2000 2017 2000 2017 

15-24 years25-34 years35-44 years45-54 years 55-64 years 65+ years 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Centennial Census, 2000 Estimates,  
 Table HCT008 SF2 and 2017 American Community Survey,  
            5-Year Estimates, Table B25007 

Maine State Housing Authority 
353 Water Street | Augusta, Maine 04330-4633  

207-626-4600 | 800-452-4668 | Maine Relay 711 | Fax 207-626-4678 
www.mainehousing.org 

Source: US Census, 2013 5-Year American Community Survey, Table B25008 Source: US Census, 2013 5-Year American Community Survey, Table B25008 January 2019 
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